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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

September/October NEWSLETTER 2021 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

 

It looks as though we are slowly and cautiously 
reaching a new normal following the Covid lockdown. 

I am so looking forward to meeting you all in 
September for the first meeting in well over a year.  

Jenny Tidman, our local gardening celebrity 
and  expert, will be joining us. I can think of no better 
way of starting back than us all receiving excellent 
information from Jenny. I do hope you can make a 
champion effort to attend – you are the Garden Club 
and we need good attendance to continue.  

Our membership is aging and new blood would be 
good. Gardening is developing in popularity again so 
please invite your friends, family and anyone 
interested to come along to join us.  

If any members have ideas of how to encourage new 
members in please contact me or one of the 
committee.  

 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

 

BULBS FOR AUTUMN PLANTING  AND SPRING COLOUR 

BY JENNY TIDMAN 
MONDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
7.30pm CHARLTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

  

Tasks for September/October  

 

 

• Continue to spray roses  

• Take hybrid tea & floribunda rose cuttings  

• Prepare ground for new rose beds  

• Continue to dead head perennial plants  

• Spray Michaelmas Daisies against mildew  

• Prune back flowering shrubs i.e., Weigela, 
Philadelphus, Senecio etc.  

• Sow Sweet Peas in pots and place in 
frame  

• Sow hardy annuals—Nigella, Godetia, 
Candytuft  

• Place prepared Hyacinths in bowls for 
Christmas  

• Sprinkle 2oz per sq yard of bone meal 
around perennials and shrubs  

• Plant Wallflowers, Polyanthus, Bellis and 
Pansies for spring flowering  

• Sow lettuces—Arctic King or Winter 
Density  

• Spray brassica against caterpillar and 
whitefly  

• Plant out spring cabbage plants  

• Store main carrot crops  

• Order fruit trees and bushes  

• Cut out old fruiting raspberry canes  

• Prune blackcurrant bushes  

• Pick apples and pears for storing  

• Spray outdoor peach and nectarine 
against peach leaf curl 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

Monday 13 September 2021 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Bulbs for Autumn Planting and Spring Colour 
Jenny Tidman 

Jenny worked at Kew Gardens and is now the plant expert 

at Malmesbury Garden Centre. She has given us many 

talks in the past. 

 

Monday 11 October 2021 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Feed the Soil and the Soil will Feed You 
Margaret Watson 

She will tell us about gardening techniques that farmers 

are taught through their ‘Send a Cow’ training 

programme. She will also tell us about the founding of the 

charity and how and where they work. 

8 November 2021 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Gardens of Gloucestershire and the 
Cotswolds 

Richard Harvey 

Photographer, lecturer and keen chilli grower, Richard has 

a passion for telling the story of great British Gardens. 

 

December 2021 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

AGM followed by a demonstration of a 
simple floral decoration by Margaret Bayliss 

 
We all enjoyed Margaret’s previous demonstration, and I 

am sure many of us will have rushed home to wrap a 

potato in foil and decorate it with seasonal foliage 

 

 

 

Good old Virginia . . . . 

I am very fond of Virginia – Virginia Stock that is. 

I cannot do better than to quote T & M’s 
description:  

‘These quick and easy hardy annuals make an 
excellent standby, flowering in just four 
weeks after sowing, these bushy little plants 
are rich in perfume and offer excellent value.’ 

They promise 1000 
seeds in their 
£2.29 packet, 
which is better 
value than most 
seeds. 

If I have a planter 
which has bulbs in 
it that I do not wish 
to disturb, I add a 
light sprinkling of 
Virginia. The 

flowers seem to thrive well without any real 
attention and later, when they have finished 
flowering, I can pull the plants up without 
disturbing the bulbs. This year I renewed a 

wooden board edge to my grass and ran a few 
Virginia Stock seeds along the edge to give some 
quick colour.  

 

Value For Money? 

I took out a year’s subscription to a national 
Garden Magazine. Each month the magazine 
included a ‘free’ packet of seeds from a leading 
seed supplier. Most of the seeds were new to me 
and I would not have normally bought any of 
them. What surprised me was that the packets 
had ‘worth £2.26’ printed on them. When 
opened they contained a very small amount of 
seed, which made me think how I would feel if I 
had actually paid for that very small sample – my 
thoughts were that it was a very poor 
advertisement for the seed company. Have any 
other members any thoughts on the price/value 
of seeds? Have you had good results collecting 
and saving your own seeds? Why not share your 
experiences with us.     

Derek Tilney 
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A splash of colour . . . . 

When entering Malmesbury from the south, the 
first thing that you cannot fail to notice is the 
display of colourful flowers at No.1 St John’s 
Street.  Flowers are growing in tubs and a trough 
at the base of what once was the gateway to the 
old Priory of St John of Jerusalem, a fine 12th 
century Gothic arch. In 1694 this ancient building 
was transformed into Almshouses for ‘poor 
women’ which tourists can read about on the 
plaque on the wall above. 

I asked my friend Lynda what it’s like living in the 
most photographed house in Malmesbury and 
she told me how pleased she is to be able to 
share her only piece of garden with everyone. 
She told me how she has to choose her plants for 
instant effect and says that she realizes that most 
people just flash past her house in their cars and 
just the glimpse of her flowers gives them a 

smile.  Growing in a sun trap, the containers 
require a lot of watering. 

Lynda’s window looks out above her plants – the 
window is in three sections set in a very thick old 
wall – two sections of the window are in her 
kitchen/hall, the other single section is in her 
cosy little living room.  

All around the town we have floral displays 
sponsored by businesses; it’s so nice when 
residents like Lynda share their little gardens 
with us. 

But then – along comes the council to do a repair 
job on the bridge – somewhere behind all these 
traffic signs is Lynda’s little garden 

It can’t be helped but gardening is tough enough 
without all the signs and the traffic having to 
queue up outside your window night and day.  

Thank you Lynda for showing us what can be 
done under the most trying conditions.   

Derek Tilney 

 

 

Strimmer line – product report . . . . 

Most garden lawn strimmers have 1.6 mm line; I 
do hope you are ‘reloading’ your line and not 
buying expensive preloaded reels. It is very 
annoying when the line runs out, especially if it 
keeps breaking, and so it is tempting to buy 
cheap line, especially as you get a lot of line for 
your money.  The best line I have found is Oregon 
Brand – not normally available in garden centres, 
best to buy it (Oh dear) on line. This strimmer line 
is not cheap and unlike other lines, instead of a 
‘round’ section, its cross-section is ‘star’ shaped, 

which gives five sharp 
cutting edges resulting in a 
very neat cut to the grass. 
The line is made from a 
plastic they call ‘Nylium’ 
which is very strong and is 
resistant to snapping at the point where the line 
comes out of the reel.  

Derek 
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

It has been a long time since I grew any climbing 
annuals, but having a few pots and trellis available I 
grew some and will do it again. The canary creeper 
(Tropaeolum peregrinum), found under the 
nasturtium family, has lemon yellow flowers, ht 6ft. 
Cobaea scandens (cup and saucer plant) has pale 
purple flowers: it is very vigorous and can overwinter 

in a sheltered spot, ht up 
to 20ft. Lastly Ipomoea 
(morning glory): there 
are a number of 
varieties. I. tricolor 
variety Heavenly Blue 
has large sky-blue 
trumpet-shaped flowers, 
ht 12ft. 

Foliage house plants . . . . 
The last time I touched on this subject was in 2005. 
With the winter fast approaching, giving a little 
greenery in the house is not a bad thing. Let’s start 
with a few easy ones. I have had a Sansevieria 
(mother-in-law’s tongue) for over 40 years, also 
known as bowstring hemp, devil’s tongue, good luck 
plant and snake plant. This one requires very little 
attention; it can even dry out for a while, but you 
should avoid overwatering and cold draughts. The 
variety  S. trifasciata laurentii can attain a height of 
2ft, with thick green speared leaves, edged with 
yellow. I think I have only re-potted this plant once, 
but this plant, not re-potted, is quite capable 
eventually of splitting a terracotta plant pot. The 
height can also make the plant unbalanced. Prune out 
at the base some of the tallest growths to avoid this. 
Generally trouble free.  

A smaller plant, just as easy to grow, is Iresine herbstii, 
also known as 
beefsteak plant, 
blood leaf, and 
chicken gizzard. 
This plant has 
scarlet veined 
small leaves. Give 
it plenty of light 
but avoid sunlight, 
feed regularly in 
summer and do 

not let dry out. The variety I. herbstii aureoreticulata 
has yellow colouring and needs the same attention.  

There are many begonias with amazing leaf 
colourings, Begonia rex being one of the best, also 
known as painted leaf begonia. Give this plant an open 
space with light shade and keep on the dry side during 
the winter. Another house plant I have grown in the 
past, which friends and children found quite amusing, 
was Mimosa pudica, also known as the sensitive plant, 
humble plant, live and die, shame plant and touch me 
not. This plant has fern like leaves and is generally 

grown each year from seed as an annual. The main 
attraction is that if touched during the day the entire 
plant leaf structure collapses but in time the plant 
recovers to its normal size. Most unusual to watch. 
Keep moist and feed during the spring and summer, 
give light shade, although it will tolerate full sun for a 
short while.  

Setcreasea purpurea, a member of the Tradescantia 
family also known as purple heart, should be grown in 
good light but not strong sunlight. This plant is 
impressive if grown in hanging pots or small baskets. 
Its brilliant short leaves are purple all over and 
attached to succulent purple stems. Avoid 
overwatering. When the plant gets too big, take 
cuttings and place in a jar of water where you can 
watch the new root system grow.  

Here are a few moderately easy plants to try if you like 
a challenge. Chamaedorea elegans, also known as 
good luck palm or parlour palm, a compact plant if you 
have limited space; this one is used in bottle gardens 
to give some height. Do not let it dry out but keep on 
the dry side during the winter months. Make sure 
when you re-pot that you put in a good layer of crocks 
(broken pots) for drainage and use a mixture of 
compost with vermiculite added (allows water to 
drain through easily). Ficus elastica variety Europa, 
also known as variegated rubber plant, is one of the 
best with variegated broad leaves. The leaves are 
bright cream and green with a strong stem. This 
variety does not develop brown discolouration along 
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its leaf margins. Give good light, keep moist and fed 
but dryer in the winter or dormant period.  

If you would like to try something more challenging 
here are a couple you might like to try. Calathea 
makoyana, also known as brain plant, cathedral 

windows and 
peacock plant, has 
large oval shaped 
leaves which are 
amazingly patterned 
and paper thin. Stout 
stalks spring up from 
soil level; height can 
be up to 2ft. This 
plant will need a 
temperature of at 

least 20oC (65oF) with some shade, not direct sunlight. 
Keep moist and feed less in the winter. Schefflera 
arboricola, also known as  parasol plant, starleaf and 
umberella tree, has green, palmate (resembling an 
open hand) leaves; S. arboricola variegata has leaves 
splashed with vivid yellow. This plant can grow up to 
10ft but cutting it back will produce side shoots. Give 
good light but not strong sunlight, keep moist and fed, 
temperature will need to be 20oC (65oF).  

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Cortaderia selloana (pampas grass): A dense plant 
with long thin strap-like leaves (always wear gloves 
when dealing with this plant as it can cut your hands). 
Striking plume-like panicle flowers are produced on 
long stems in the autumn. On mature plants height 
can sometimes reach 10ft, ideal for the bottom of the 

garden. Colour 
of the plumes 
can be white or 
pale pink 
depending on 
variety. Cut 
entire plant 
down in the 
spring when you 
can clean out old 
and dead 
material which 
collects inside the plant. 

Pests’ paradise . . . . 

Capsid bugs: leaf tips on many plants, including 
dahlias, hydrangeas, fuchsias, roses and 
chrysanthemums are misshapen, showing as 
hundreds of small holes; this can also affect the 
flowers. Capsids are pale green; they suck the sap and 
leave a saliva which does not help the plant. Capsids 
appear between early spring and late summer. Spray 
in early spring and again in early summer using a 
systemic fungicide (Provado); this is taken in and kept 
by the leaf. 

Plants to enjoy in September/October  

Aconitum (monkshood  or wolfsbane), Scabiosa (pincushion 
flower), Sorbus (mountain ash), Hydrangea, Lavetera 
(mallow), Parthenocissus (Virginia creeper or woodbine), 
Erigeron (fleabane), Symphoricarpos (snowberry), Cornus 
kousa (Japanese flowering dogwood).    

 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

On one side of my vegetable plot is a post-and-
rail fence with a three foot gap, then the farmer’s 
post-and-barbed wire fence. I am going to be 
busy: both are in need of attention.  

Celeriac . . . .  

I have grown this for many years: if left in the 
ground over the winter it stands well, although a  
-10oC frost might be a bit much. Lifting and 
storing in dry soil or peat will keep them right up 

to April. They grow on the surface of the ground 
like beetroots, but are generally a lot bigger. I 
have not had 
any pest or 
disease 
problems with 
this vegetable. 
Celeriac, as you 
might imagine, 
has the taste of 
celery, but is 
not as strong. I 
have grated it in 
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salads, chopped it into cubes and sliced it into 
rings. There are many applications for this 
vegetable, even in stews. [Mashed with 
potatoes, with plenty of butter, it is delicious. 
Editor.] The variety I have mostly grown over the 
years is C. monarch f1 A.G.M., a smooth skinned 
variety with good flavour. Here are some other 
varieties you might like to try:  Hona f1, a quick 
maturing variety and slow to bolt in dry weather, 
a solid round head which keeps well and has 
good flavour;  Prinz R.H.S. award, slow to bolt 
with good solid round light-skinned roots with 
exceptional flavour, tasty raw or cooked;  Giant 
Prague, a variety with large globular roots, good 
when fried or in soups, stands well for winter use. 

Lamb’s Lettuce . . . . 

Lamb’s lettuce, also known as corn salad, gets its 
name from its resemblance to a lamb’s tongue. It 
has long spoon-shaped dark green leaves with a 
tangy flavour, used in salads or steamed as a 
vegetable. This salad vegetable has become very 
popular and can be bought in packets along with 
other lettuce varieties. Lamb’s lettuce contains 
beta-carotene which, when eaten, turns into 
vitamin A in the body, which is good for the 

immune system, eyesight and good skin health. 
It also contains calcium, magnesium, iron and 
phosphorus in small quantities (think I should do 
a medical degree). Use when young and crisp in 
salads. It will stand well for winter use. Sown in 
the autumn, it can be harvested when three or 
four pairs of leaves show. Varieties include ‘Large 
Leaved’ and ‘Vit’. Pick individual leaves or whole 
plants including the roots as this keeps leaves 
fresher for longer. 

 

Seasonal activities . . . . 

I have to say, vegetable production has been 
pretty good on most crops; the early variety of 
Brussels sprout are looking good; hoeing and not 
digging the ground gives them that firmness they 

need. Because my vegetable growing area has 
beds that are only four feet wide and of various 
lengths with pathways between them, all my 
crops are grown in blocks not long lines. Having 
grown them this way for many years, it seems 
easier to manage. If I need to cover a certain crop 
with netting I only need a short piece. Saying 
that, potatoes are grown in a longer row. I am 
always one for trying new varieties, even if the 
ones I am growing are good and this season is no 
exception. A new variety of outdoor cucumber is 
called Suprina f1, the first beta alpha type with 
predominantly 
female flowers. 
Beta alpha [also 
known as beth 
or beit alpha] 
cucumbers are a 
middle eastern 
variety with 
smooth thin 
skins, a small 
seed cavity and 
no bitterness, produced over a long period; skins 
are dark green, a ridge type cucumber.  

Quite a few vegetable crops have had their time 
so cleaning up these areas and composting is a 
good idea. Many years ago I watched a gardener 
take out a trench and place all the garden waste 
in it and chop it up: he then filled it in and marked 
each end. This was where he was going to plant 
his runner beans the next year.  

Growing a blight-free potato crop has been a 
blessing. Storing crops for winter use now begins; 
onions, carrots and potatoes are the three I 
always store. If you put in a late crop of peas, 
remember to spray with a fungicide as it will get 
mildew at this time of year, also courgettes and 
cucumbers, if still producing. It is coming up to 
the last time for sowing cut-and-come-again 
salad. I always sow seeds of different varieties in 
small pots, transferring them when big enough 
into a plastic trough and leaving it on the bench 
in the cold greenhouse. I will still be cutting salad 
at Christmas, weather permitting (sorry for 
mentioning Christmas).  

Some fruit varieties will need attention. Old 
summer raspberry canes will need cutting down 
and new ones tying in. Loganberry, tayberry and 
blackberries will have grown long new canes for 
fruiting next year, so cut away the old fruited 
growths and tie in the new. I remember when I 
was young going out and picking blackberries in 
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the hedgerows and coming home with scratches 
all over my hands. Nowadays, thankfully, there 
are a number of thornless varieties: Chester, 
Loch Ness and Waldo, just to name a few. New, 
yet again, is a variety you can grow in a pot or 
open vegetable area, a primocane blackberry 
(cropping on first year’s growth), a bush variety 
with fruits twice the size of other varieties and 
very sweet. This bush type also loses its thorns as 
it matures. You could also get two crops, some on 
old wood and some on new. 

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Broad bean var. Superaguadulce:  this variety 
can be sown now for spring use. A white-seeded 
variety giving a good crop of medium size beans 
of excellent taste, six or seven beans per pod. 
Plants grow to about three feet in height. 

No fruit nightmares . . . .  

Coral spot: Mostly attacks previous season’s 
woody growth, especially on raspberry canes. 

Removing the old 
canes and tying in 
the new early will 
stop this problem. 
Bright orange 
raised pustules 
(bumps) are found 
along the old 
wood. This is a 
fungal disease, also found on old wood lying 
around. There is no chemical available. This coral 
spot can also be found on currant bushes, 
elaeagnus, magnolias and maples (acers). Cut out 
when seen or further damage will be caused. 

Some vegetables & fruit to enjoy in 
September/October 

Curly kale, early Brussel sprouts, runner beans, beetroot, sweet 
corn, onions, carrots, dwarf French beans, cauliflowers, cabbage, 
leeks, salad leaves, courgettes, celeriac, spinach, Swiss chard, 
potatoes, spring onions, radish, fennel (bulb), cucumbers, wallies 
(gherkins), tomatoes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP!  Your questions answered by resident expert, Keith 

Please send your queries and problems to: info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk  
 

 

Q I seem to suffer more than most with aphids (white and greenfly) on my roses, can you give some advice. I do 
spray them but it does not seem to work. 

A   Yes, this can be a problem for a lot of people. What you must remember is that aphids are constantly laying 
eggs, so they are always hatching out. Those you catch when spraying are dispensed with, but the following 
days more will be hatching out, so spraying has to be done a number of times. Try using a systemic insecticide 
(Provado). This is taken in by the leaf so, as the aphids hatch and start to suck the sap of the rose, it gets rid of 
them straight away. A couple of sprays, one in early spring and one in mid-summer, should keep your roses 
clear. Another way of combating aphids is to plant garlic amongst your roses. This idea has been used by 
gardeners for many years. It helps to combat blackfly, greenfly, snails, cabbage whitefly, caterpillars . . . and 
vampires!  

Q My wife and I suffer from being caught by thorns on our roses. They give us terrible bumps, bruises and scarring. 
Can you recommend some roses that do not have thorns. 

 A Bedding roses, such as hybrid tea and floribunda, all have thorns, although there are a few that have slightly 
fewer thorns. Shrub roses, such as Kew Gardens, have very few thorns. There are however a number of climbing 
and rambling roses that do not have thorns. The climbing roses Kathleen Harrop and Zephirine Drouhin are ideal 
if you don’t want them to be too vigorous, grown over a short wall or fence; both have pink flowers with slight 
fragrance. If you want something to cover a large area, the rambling rose Veilchenblau, with its small clusters 
of fragrant mauve flowers, is quite an eye catcher. Another one, even more vigorous, growing up to 20ft or 

mailto:info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk
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more, is the Lady Banks rose, Rosa banksiae ‘Lutea’, semi evergreen with clusters of double pale yellow flowers 
in spring.  

Q Vegetable growing is new to me. Is it best to grow runner beans in a long row or on a wigwam?  

 A I have grown them both ways. For me, growing on a wigwam saves space, although you will produce more beans 
in a long row. It depends how much space you have and the quantity required. The beans hanging inside the 
wigwam might be a little pale in colour, being shielded from the sunlight, but this will make no difference to the 
taste. For added interest I have grown climbing purple and green beans on the same wigwam: in the beginning 
they have different coloured flowers which makes them look quite attractive.   

 

RECIPE . . . . 

Halloween Toasted Marshmallows 
 

Ingredients  

Packet giant marshmallows  
Toppings: 

Desiccated coconut 
Sugar / chocolate sprinkles 
Chocolate spread  
Chopped nuts 

Skewers 
 

Method 

1. Put the toppings into bowls individually 
2. Top a skewer with a marshmallow 
3. Toast the marshmallow over a flame 
4. When done, ie softened, dip into your chosen topping.  Enjoy!  

Ellie 

 

 

Editor’s postscript . . . . 

Reading Derek’s piece about value-for-money seeds reminded me of the time I bought some San Marzano 
tomato seeds from a ‘pound shop’.  They came with their own little foil tray and a small pack of compost.  
The seeds looked pathetic, and when they germinated, the plants were very small.  However, they grew 
and grew.  I gave some plants to a friend and at the end of the 
season we both saved some seeds.  The next year these grew 
into big healthy plants.  Having lived in Yorkshire for many years, 
that’s what I call good value! 

This year I am growing butternut squash from seeds saved from 
a supermarket squash.  I’m not sure what variety it is, and most 
of the squashes seem to be disappearing while they are still very 
small (Slugs? Woodlice?), but even if I only get one, it will have 
cost me only the price of the original squash. 

Alison  


